O’Connor High School



World History AP Class Expectations
Mrs. Becker / H 113
Email:  stacy.becker@nisd.net
1st – Conference   /    2nd – W.H. AP   /    3rd – W.H. AP    /    4th – W.H.A.P.    /    5th – Lunch    /
6th – W.H. AP   /   7th – W.H. AP   /   8th – Dept. Coordinator
Welcome to World History and an exciting year!  We will explore a “world” of information and have fun as we “travel through the ages”.  We will need to follow certain guidelines in order to promote skill development, maximize our time, and increase cooperative learning.  The approach to studying history will be to analyze events critically, synthesize cause-and-effect, study the interaction and impact of systems, and problem-solve.  
Class Structure:  Class time will be structured around multiple learning activities.  These activities will vary, such as, individual and group projects, case studies, simulations, reading and discussion centered on inquiry, debate, seminars, and discussion.  Each student is required to take notes on class material.  Reading the text will be a homework assignment.  Class notes and daily material should be kept in a student notebook.

Grades:  Daily and quiz grades will = 50% of your grade / Test grades will = 50% of your grade (DISTRICT POLICY)
During any grading period, you will usually have more daily grades than test grades.  On some days and/or lab research days, your class participation, or lack of it, may equal a daily grade.  Special projects will count as at least one test grade, and in some cases, two test grades.  Grades are based upon a 100-point scale.  In an AP course(as it is in college), there will be less grades than for a regular or Pre-AP course. 
Quizzes:  These evaluations will be considered daily grades and will be regularly given to review and encourage mastery of daily content material.  

Homework:  Preparation for quizzes, tests, reading assignments, daily work completion, creative assignments, and research.
Late work will be accepted the day after the original due date, HOWEVER, the highest grade possible is a 70.  

*** 5 points will be subtracted from your grade(70) each day the assignment is late.  “Late grades” are better than zeroes!!

(3 day minimum to make up missed assignments/assessments / See Attendance and Make-up Work sections)
Assessment Format:  Tests and grades will be given using a variety of forms.  This strategy is necessary since many 

students excel using different methods.  Examples:  multiple choice, true/false, matching, projects, maps, charts, flow charts, Venn diagrams, creative assignments, writing assignments, verbal discussion, group grades, and “open note” opportunities.  Special assessments and District Benchmarks will be assigned throughout the year to encourage students to meet and surpass learning standards for the course.  
Progress Reports:  Reports will be given out in the middle of each grading period(the beginning of the 4th week of each grading period).  ►I will hold the student accountable for informing parents/guardians of any/all progress reports.  Students and parents have limitless access to Northside’s Online Parent Connection (www.nisd.net/parentconnection/), so daily updates of academic history and progress is possible.  
Attendance:   I will notify parents/guardians/admin./counselors if I feel there is an attendance problem.  Excuse notes MUST be presented to the Attendance Office within 3 days of your return.  Without a valid excuse note, the absence will remain unexcused.  (Truancy(no excuse note) = 70 as highest possible score for missed assignments, quizzes and tests.)  The school attendance computer will automatically “call home” after each absence.  The administration will send attendance notification to parents for excessive absences.  No more than 18 days per year can be missed.  Missing more than the limit per year = no credit for the course.  (Check Parent Connection for a record of absences and tardies.)  Although I will be happy to help you “fix” an attendance mistake on your record, the attendance office facilitates most of the school’s daily attendance records.  ►Notify the teacher for all absences(in-person and/or by email). ◄  Missed assignments and reminders of upcoming assessments will be shared with you at this time. 
Tardies:  “Outside classroom” when tardy bell rings / All tardy students must report to the appropriate tardy station for a pass to return to class.  Tardies will be recorded just as attendance is documented.  (Closest tardy station:  across the hall)  ►If tardy, place your belongings at your desk, proceed to the tardy station, and place the tardy slip on my desk.  No classroom distraction or disruption necessary during this process. 
Make-up work:  All assignments(including assessments) MUST be made-up within 3 days of returning to class.  ►If you’re absent for a test or quiz, make every effort to complete it during the day of your return. (In other words, you will have had longer to prepare than your classmates!)  In most cases, tests, quizzes, and classwork must be made up outside of regular class time, but “in-class” assessment make-ups are possible, and, perhaps, more convenient.  It is your responsibility to ask for missed work.  In some cases, you may want to take an assessment earlier rather than after the absence.  ***For any absence, you should e-mail me or discuss with me(prior or during the absence) to send you missed assignments to lessen your workload(and stress) upon returning to school.***
Books and Materials:  Each day you need to be prepared for class by bringing writing material, pen or pencil, and your history “notebook”.  Semester and final exams are derived from former quizzes, tests and class discussions.  
Respect/Integrity:  This course is planned to include an enormous amount of material and skill practice.  To accomplish this in approx. 9 months, we must respect each other’s opinions, contributions, and learning styles.  I expect each student to follow and use appropriate classroom behavior so that everyone has an opportunity to learn in an educationally-enriched environment.  

►N’s and U’s in conduct will be given for the following infractions:  Inappropriate behavior or attitude / disrespectful interaction / distracting or disruptive behavior / talking without permission(frequently) / SLEEPING or head down on desk / nonparticipation (working on other assignments / “outside” reading / wasting time / “cosmetology”) / NO CELL PHONES! / No iPods! / No electronic devices!)  Ample in-class verbal and/or written warnings will be given to students.  No student will be surprised by an N or U on a report card.    ►In some cases, an “N” in the comment column(rather than the conduct column) may suffice as a warning that improved behavior is expected in the immediate future.  
I also expect you to do your own work.  Regardless of whether it is homework, classwork, or assessments, there is an individual learning goal.  There will be copious “cooperative learning” opportunities during partner/group work activities.  ►Cheating(even looking at the back wall map) and/or talking during assessments will not be tolerated and may result in a failing or “zero” grade.  No cell phones out on assessment days.  (►NO Restroom during quizzes or tests!)
My role:  I will facilitate learning and help you develop successful study and learning skills.  I will provide opportunities to expand your knowledge of our surrounding world and of historical events.  I will make every attempt to utilize available resources to aid you toward successful mastery of this course’s objectives.  Two major points of focus:  Analytical thinking and writing.  
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